> Board Assurance Narrative Report — Guidance Notes

The purpose of this document is to assist with the navigation and interpretation of the Board Assurance
Report, taking into account Trust performance, indicator statuses, desired performance thresholds as well as
who is accountable for the indicator. The report is made up six distinct domains as follows: Safety, Patient,
Operational Excellence, Workforce & Leadership, Finance, and Strategy. Each domain is structured as
follows:
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The bar at the very top of each page identifies the domain and accountability. To the right of the top bar is a
summary of the core priority indicators associated with the domain. For the example of Patient Safety:
3 indicators are flagged as achieving the Core Priorities desired threshold
1 indicator is flagged as a warning. A warning may relate to the indicator approaching a threshold or
exceeding the threshold by a set margin.
e 1lindicator is flagged as failing the desired threshold
e 0O indicators have no threshold attributed. In some cases, indicators will not have a national of local
target/threshold in which to measure against.

Headline Narrative

Headline narratives give context to the domain, stating current issues, good news stories, future challenges
and risks, and commenting on the latest developments around performance of the indicators. Narrative is
provided by the person(s) accountable for the individual domain
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s Key Issues

B Serious harm (level 4 & 5 actual harm incidents). The organisation continues to report high numbers of

s patient safety incidents per 1000 bed days, 5769 in the last NRLS data report. This indicates a willingness
to report and learn (an assumption supported by the staff survey results). Over 99% of these incidents are
low level harm or no harm incidents. The CQC described a culture of reporting and learning from incidents.

Key issues are a plateau in the level of actual serious harm over the last year against a planned 5%
reduction and small cohorts of staff describing dissatisfaction with the reporting and investigation process. A
12 month trend (Sep 2016 to Aug 2017) small decrease has been observed in the first 3 months of this year which if sustained would result in
achievement of 5% reduction
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Actions

The thematic reports detailed in the last narrative are reviewed at a number of forums and have informed
the 2016/17 work plans.
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Each of the individual core priorities are set out as above. Firstly with an individual summary bar detailing:

e Actual — The actual performance of the reporting period

e Threshold — The desired performance threshold to achieve for the reporting period. This may be
based on a national, local, or internal target, or corresponding period year prior.

e Accountability - Executive lead

e Committee — Responsible committee for this indicator

e Threshold score measurement — This illustrates whether or not the indicator has achieved the
threshold, categorised into three classifications: Meeting threshold (green tick), approaching threshold
(amber diamond) and exceeding threshold (red cross). Amber thresholds are indicator specific.

Below the summary box detail on the left hand side of the page are 3 graphics, as follows:
e Bar Chart — detailing the monthly trend (bar) against the threshold for this particular indicator (line)
e 12 month trend chart — Performance of this indicator over the previous 12 months.
e Hospital Level Compliance — This table details compliance of the indicator threshold by hospital

On the right hand side of these graphics is the executive narrative which details the key issues behind
indicator compliance and the actions in place to mitigate this.



