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8.3 REFERRAL OF SUSPECTED CANCER CASES 
 

CYTOLOGY LABORATORY REPORTS THE SCREENING TEST AS SUSPICIOUS OF CANCER AND RECOMMENDS URGENT REFERRAL 
FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION 

Test result sent to Call/recall from cytology laboratory 

 

Result: URGENT COLPOSCOPY ADVISED 
 
[]   Laboratory contacts GP or sample taker to discuss cytology 
     result and the need for an urgent appointment under the 2 week  
     rule 
 
[]   Laboratory advises GP to contact the patient urgently to  
     discuss the cytology result 
 
[]   Laboratory explains that an urgent colposcopy appointment is 
     required under the ‘2 week rule’. Patient appears on the direct   
     referral list so colposcopy is aware of the referral 
 

Result: URGENT GYNAECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT ADVISED 
 
[]   Laboratory contacts GP or sample taker to discuss cytology 
     result and the need for an urgent appointment under the 2 week  
     rule 
 
[]   Laboratory advises GP to contact the patient urgently to  
     discuss the cytology result 

 
[]   Laboratory informs GP or sample taker that  
   DIRECT REFERRAL IS NOT IN OPERATION for this patient & 
     the GP must make an urgent appointment for gynaecology 
 

Woman attends 
COLPOSCOPY 

Same day 

Call/recall notify 
colposcopy unit as 
per direct referral 

protocol 
 

Direct referral list sent to call/recall from cytology laboratory  

 

1 day 

Up to3 days 1 day Up to 3 days 

Same day 

PATIENT 

CYTOLOGY 

CALL/RECALL 

GP 

KEY 

Call/recall process result and send letter to woman by 1st class post 
Monday – Friday 

 

Woman receives result letter which 
advises her to contact her GP to 

discuss the result 

GP makes urgent 
referral to 

GYNAECOLOGY  

Woman attends 
GYNAECOLOGY 

 

SUSPECTED INVASIVE 
SQUAMOUS CARCINOMA 

 
 

COLPOSCOPY IS ADVISED 
(CODE 5) 

SUSPECTED CERVICAL  
GLANDULAR NEOPLASIA  

 
 

COLPOSCOPY IS ADVISED 
(CODE 6) 

SUSPECTED NON-CERVICAL  
GLANDULAR NEOPLASIA  

 
ROUTINE CERVICAL SCREENING 
[REFERRAL TO GYNAECOLOGY 

BY GP] 

(CODE 0) 

Same day Same day 

Call/recall process result and send letter to woman by 1st class post  
Monday – Friday 

 

Same day 

Same day 

1 day 

Woman receives result letter which 
advises her to contact her GP to discuss 

the result 

GP makes urgent 
referral to 

COLPOSCOPY 

Test result sent to Call/recall from 
cytology laboratory 

 


