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Community Paediatric Service 
Referral Guidance and Criteria

Referral guidance
· Referrals should be sent to the central base at Universal Square (see over for address). 
· Referrals are accepted from GPs, hospital and community consultants, health visitors, school nurses and therapists. 
· Referrals for the Child Protection Clinic are accepted from Social Services only.

· Referrals should make clear the reason for referral or the problem to be addressed.

· The referrer must check that the child has not been referred elsewhere, such as to a hospital paediatrician, for the same problem.

· Referrals should be made on the Children’s Community Services referral form wherever possible. They are also accepted by letter as long as all necessary information is included.  Referrals from other community services are only accepted via the Emis internal referral system.
Referral Criteria
Referrals are appropriate for children aged 0-18 (or 19 if in a specialist support school in Manchester) with:

· Developmental delay; including those with severe/complex difficulties who require assessment, investigation and coordination of services, those with significant difficulties who are likely to need additional help in school.

· Significant learning disability and/or significant physical disability; pre-school and school aged children with significant and complex learning disability, who are likely to require assessment, investigation and coordination of services, and to need additional help in school.

· Social communication disorder: pre-school and school age children who require assessment for possible social communication disorder - assessed in partnership with Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) by Social Communication Assessment and Intervention Team (SCAIT).

· Complex emotional and behavioural problems; especially in pre-school children or associated with learning difficulties. (Usually seen in partnership with colleagues in CAMHS). 

· Significant visual and multiple sensory impairments.

· Severe complex medical needs that impact on schooling and the child’s activity. (These children are likely also to need the input of a specialist paediatrician in the hospital.)

· Vulnerable children where there are concerns that health and development needs are not being met.

Other linked services
· Children with enuresis: Children with nocturnal enuresis, especially severe and persistent bed wetting should be referred to the Paediatric Continence  Service, Charlestown Clinic, Charlestown Road, Blackley, Manchester, M9 7ED.
· Children with complex immunisation problems or parental concerns regarding immunisation should be referred to the Special Immunisations Clinic, care of the Community Paediatricians.   Internal services should make referrals via Emis.  External services should complete the Children’s Community Health Services’ referral form highlighting within the referral that is for ‘immunisations advice’ and email to mft.comm-paedslong@nhs.net.
Other services provided by the Community Paediatric Service
· Medical advice for Adoption and Fostering (referrals via Local Authority).

· Medical assessment of children who are Looked After (referral via Social Services).

· Medical assessment of children who are suspected of having been physically abused (referrals via Social Services).

· Medical assessment of children having formal assessment of Special Educational Needs (referral via Local Authority).
· Rapid Response for Sudden Unexpected Death in Childhood (referral via police or A&Es). 

Inappropriate referrals  

Referral to the Community Paediatric Service is not appropriate for:
· Children who are acutely ill.

· Children who have medical problems not associated with disability or complex social issues.

· Children with behaviour problems not associated with developmental or learning problems. 

· Children with obesity (who should be referred to ABL Health 01204 570 999, admin@ablhealth.co.uk).
· Babies or children with failure to thrive or abnormal growth. 

For these children, the GP should decide whether referral to a hospital based paediatric service, or CAMHS, is appropriate.

Community Paediatric Service base:

Community Paediatric Service 
Children’s Community Health Services
First Floor
Universal Square 
Devonshire Street North  
Manchester  M12 6JH

North team tel/email:    
0161-537 0402 - cmm-tr.communitypaediatricsnorth@nhs.net
Central team tel/email:   
0161-537 0403 - mft.comm-paedslong@nhs.net
South team tel/email:   
0161-537 0404 - mft.comm-paedslong@nhs.net
Fax:             

0161-537 0407

Dr Lisa Kauffmann

Consultant Paediatrician 

Clinical Director Children's Community Health Services
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