
                                                                                       

          CYT GEN 029 Revision Number 009                                                        Date of issue: December 2018 
Page 22 of 24 

12  PATIENT PATHWAY THROUGH CERVICAL SCREENING 
 

 

Sample received by cytology lab and booked onto computer for cytology primary screening or HPV primary screening 

CYTOLOGY PRIMARY SCREENING slide prepared 

Slide screened & reported 

Samples requiring HPV 
testing are sent to virology 

HPV results received back in cytology  

Test result sent electronically to PCSE & sample taker. GP receives electronic copy if the GP is not the sample taker 
 

Result: routine screening 
 

PCSE process result and send 
letter to woman by Business class 

post, Mon – Fri 

Result: colposcopy advised 
Direct referral list sent to 

colposcopy next working day. 
Colposcopy arrange an 

appointment 

Result: suspected non-cervical cancer 
 

Laboratory contacts GP or sample taker 
to advise contacting woman & urgent 

referral under two week wait rule 

Woman receives result letter  

Woman attends  
COLPOSCOPY 

Up to 3 days 

1 day 

1 day 

Same day 

Up to 3 days 

Result: colposcopy advised 
 

PCSE process result and send letter to 
woman by 1st class post Mon – Fri 

 

Up to3 days 

1 
day 

1 
day 

PATIENT 

CYTOLOGY 

CALL/RECALL 

GP 

KEY 

PCSE process result and send letter to 
woman by Business class post Mon – Fri 

 

Woman receives result letter 
and COLPOSCOPY 

appointment is made as per 
local protocol 

GP makes urgent 
referral to 

GYNAECOLOGY  

Woman receives result letter and 
advised to contact GP to discuss the 

result 

Woman attends 
GYNAECOLOGY 

 

1  
day 

Up to 3 days 

1 day 

HPV PRIMARY SCREENING 
Sample is HPV tested  

1 day 

HPV results transferred to cytology 

HPV positive 
Cytology slide prepared 

HPV negative 
Report issued 

 
1 day 

Slide screened & reported 

VIROLOGY 

Up to 3 days 

Same day 

Same day 

Same day 

COLPOSCOPY 

1 
day 

1 day 

Woman attends for screening test at GP or clinic 


