
Appendix 1 

DPYD Testing  - Sample Collection Pack 

Sample type:  

5ml peripheral blood collected into an  EDTA tube (pink/purple lid) 

Sample collection and referral forms:  
  
Please note that samples that are unlabelled, poorly labelled or illegible will 
not be processed by the laboratory.  
  
It is the responsibility of the healthcare professional who is supervising sample 
collection to  ensure  that  patient’s  sample  is  collected  into  an  appropriately  
labelled  tube.  The  tube  label  should  include  3  sufficient  identifiers  to  
uniquely  identify  the  sample. Identifiers would normally include surname, forename 
and date of birth, but should also include the NHS number where this is available.  
  
All  samples  should  be  accompanied  by  a  referral  form  that  includes  the  
patient’s demographic information, the clinician’s details, the reason for referral and 
the specific test that is being requested. It is also important that the referral card 
includes information about the person to whom the results are to be reported to. 
Please see enclosed examples of how to complete the NW GLH referral forms 

A local procedure should be in place to ensure that the information on the referral 
form matches the demographic information on the specimen tube. Please note that 
the laboratory cannot normally process specimens where this information is 
mismatched due to risks that this poses to patient safety.  

Local procedures should be in place to ensure the safety of the staff and patient 
during sample collection. 

‘High-risk’ samples: 
  
The person sending the sample to the laboratory has a legal responsibility to inform 
the laboratory staff if the sample poses a high risk to other health professionals. This 
would normally take the form of a ‘high-risk specimen’ sticker which is applied to the 
referral form and tube along with an indication on the referral form about the nature 
of the risk (e.g. Hepatitis C positive).  
  
Please  note  that  special  care  should  be  taken  for  the  packaging  and  
transportation  of these  high-risk  samples  and  depending  on  the  risk  they  may  
require  different arrangements. Please consult the following document for more 
details: http://www.hse.gov.uk/biosafety/biologagents.pdf 
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Packaging: 

Please note that this information is a short summary. More detailed information is 
available from the Health & Safety Executive and available here:  
http://www.hse.gov.uk/biosafety/biologagents.pdf  
  
Patient  specimens  are classified  as  Category  A or  B  depending  on  the  
pathogen  they either  are  known  to  contain,  or  potentially  contain.  There  are  
much  stricter  regulations concerning packaging, training and security that apply to 
Category “A” material however this  category  mainly  applies  to  infectious  
substances  capable  of  causing  disease  in humans or animals and since it is 
unlikely that any Category A packages will be sent into the lab directly they will not 
be covered in this summary.  
  
Everything that is not Category A is Category B.  The correct shipping name for 
Category B  is  Biological  Material,  Category B,  the  identification  number  is  “UN  
3373”  and  the material must be packaged in compliance with Packing Instruction 
650.   

The package labelling must include:  
  
   

 The UN 3373 hazard diamond and a “Biological Material, Category B” label on 
the outer package.  

 Rolls of “stick on” combination UN 3373 diamond/ “Biological Material, 
Category B” labels are available from specialist label suppliers.  

 The name and address of both the sender and receiving centre.  

 The name and telephone number of a “Responsible Person” who is familiar 
with the contents and the hazards it may pose is required either on the waybill 
if a courier is used, or on the package itself.  

  
  

Packaging Instruction 650 outlines the labelling and testing requirements for packing 
used in the transportation of Biological Material, Category “B”.    

In practice, the package should include:  

 Primary receptacle  that  is leak-proof  and contains  no more than 1L  or  1 
Kg of specimen including fixative or transport media if being sent by road (50 
ml/50 mg by post).   

 Layer of absorbent material sufficient to absorb the entire volume of any liquid  
contents in the package.   

 Secondary packaging that is leak-proof with a maximum content of 4 L/4 Kg 
per outer packaging if sent by road (50 ml/50 mg by post).   
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 Itemized list of contents between the secondary packaging and outer 
packaging   

 Rigid outer packaging with at least one side 100mm X 100mm.  

Transportation 

Please send samples to:  

North West Genomics Laboratory Hub (Liverpool), 
Liverpool Women's NHS Foundation Trust, 
Crown St, 
Liverpool, 
L8 7SS. 

Please note that our laboratory working hours are Monday to Friday 9-5:30.   

For further information regarding sending samples please see our website: 
http://www.liverpoolwomens.nhs.uk/Health_Professionals/Molecular_Genetics.aspx   

Or phone 0151 702 4228/ 4229. 
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GENETICS LABORATORIES TEST REQUEST 

Bloggs 01/01/1900 

Joe Male

111-222-3333 12345ABC

Christie/Preston/Clatterbridge

                                                                                     

Complete with patient address 
NHS                   Private

DR. Name Dr. Name

12.00 

01/06/2020 

Of staff member taking 
sample 

Email that report is to be sent to 

TEST REQUIRED (see overleaf for sample requirements) 

HIGH RISK SAMPLES:
If a specimen is known to present an infection hazard it must be 

clearly labeled ‘DANGER OF INFECTION’ and the infection hazard 
stated

Or complete with relevant info

Disease / Clinical Details - Please give clinical details and full family history 
(if any). If pregnant please indicate gestation in section below. 

For DPYD testing 

Consent to store (see overleaf) 
Please tick if patient does NOT want any remaining DNA/RNA  
or fixed cell suspensions stored in the laboratory

GRAVIDA:……………….             PARA:……………………                              L.M.P:……………………. 
Age by Scan:……………..……   Partner name:………………….                    Partner DOB:………………….

Doc ref: GEN 686: v1.3 Feb 2020. Authorised: 
ES

9322 

X
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GENETICS LABORATORIES TEST REQUEST 
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